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Fiscal Uncertainty Ahead: School Finance in 2020-21 

• We do not definitively know the depth/duration of the state’s revenue problem.  
• LFB June tax collection memo – $749 million behind last year. 
• Late August before LFB has a clear revenue picture for 2020-21. 
• General conclusion: “Revenue problem not as bad as we initially anticipated”. 
• GOP Legislators: “$1 billion problem that will be offset by $655m rainy day fund”. 
• COVID-19 spread, unemployment and federal fiscal stimulus will impact revenues. 
• Dale Knapp: “We really have no idea how this will play out in the next six months”. 
• Will the next federal stimulus bill include funds for schools to replace revenues lost? 
• The current law 2020-21 State Budget is still operative, but . . . 
• Be prepared for a budget repair bill post-election. 
• If the state claws back school funding, it will likely be per pupil categorical. 

 
Outlook for Next Budget?  

• Political environment likely little changed; GOP seeks veto-proof majority.  
• Enormous COVID-19 uncertainty over the economy and available revenues.  
• GOP lawmakers have no appetite for additional K-12 spending.  
• Senator Olsen’s retirement is a huge loss for K-12 budget prospects.  
• Add it up . . . looks like a tough 2021-23 budget for K-12. 

 
State Superintendent’s Race 

• Sheila Briggs, Jill Underly are first out of the blocks. 
• We anticipate a very crowded primary field.  Why? 
• SAA will likely wait until September or later before beginning our endorsement process. 
• Process will include candidate survey of policy platforms, possibly interviews. 
• SAA will announce endorsement (if we endorse at all) after February 2021 primary. 
• SAA PAC contributions will likely follow our endorsement. 
• April 2021 general election. 

 
 
 

John D. Forester 
SAA Executive Director 
john.forester@wsaa.org 

608-242-1370 

mailto:john.forester@wsaa.org

