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Goals

• Introduce WUFAR and

fund accounting

• Define account sequence

• Describe how WUFAR is used

• Provide DPI resources



What is WUFAR?

• Chart of accounts

• Required financial reporting system

• Optional chart of accounts

• Model for fund accounting



What Isn’t WUFAR?

• WUFAR does not define legal or 
programmatic requirements

• We attempt to make WUFAR as consistent as possible 
with those requirements

• Allowed WUFAR combinations do not 
automatically mean correct or grant eligible

• You still need to determine grant eligibility. Refer to 
Uniform Grant Guidance, technical assistance, or contact 
grant consultant.



What Isn’t WUFAR?

• Account coding is not always clear 

or definite

• Sometimes a matter of best fit

• Rapid pace of change

• Definitions can be open to interpretation

• Can be frustrating when you’re new!



Why WUFAR?

Wisconsin Statutes, s. 115.28(13)
UNIFORM FINANCIAL FUND ACCOUNTING.

[The state superintendent shall] prescribe a uniform 
financial fund accounting system, applicable to all 
school districts and county children with disabilities 
education boards, which provides for the recording of 
all financial transactions inherent in the management 
of schools and county children with disabilities 
education board programs and the administration of 
the state's school aid programs.



Why WUFAR?

Wisconsin Statutes, s. 115.30(1)
…School district officers and employees shall maintain 
a uniform recording of accounting as prescribed by 
the department and make such reports to the 
department as will enable it to distribute state school 
fund appropriations and state educational 
appropriations to the schools and persons entitled 
thereto...



Why WUFAR for DPI?

• Collect consistent financial data 

among districts and LEAs to:

• Calculate state aids

• Monitor allowability of grant activity

• Report information to other governments and 

the public



Why WUFAR for You?

• Uniform application statewide

• Accurate comparisons with other districts

• Easy to define account ranges for reports and 

budget controls

• Local flexibility built into account structure

• Comply with Uniform Grant Guidance requirements 

to track federal grant expenditures



GAAP & GASB

• Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP)

• Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB)

• Applies to State and Local Governments

• GASB Statements of Governmental Accounting 
Standards

• GASB Technical Bulletins and Implementation 
Guides



FASB Business Accounting

Balance Sheet

+ Assets

Cash

Receivables

- Liabilities

Debt

Payables

= Equity

Income Statement

+ Income

Sales

Interest    

- Expenses

Payroll

Operations

= Net Income



GASB Fund Accounting

Balance Sheet

+ Assets

Cash

Receivables

- Liabilities

Debt

Payables

= Fund Balance

Change in Fund 

Balance

+ Revenues

Taxes

State Aids    

- Expenditures

Payroll

Operations

= Net Change FB

General Fund 10

Balance Sheet

+ Assets

Cash

Receivables

- Liabilities

Debt

Payables

= Fund Balance

Change in Fund 

Balance

+ Revenues

Taxes

State Aids    

- Expenditures

Payroll

Operations

= Net Change FB

Food Service Fund 50

Balance Sheet

+ Assets

Cash

Receivables

- Liabilities

Debt

Payables

= Fund Balance

Change in Fund 

Balance

+ Revenues

Taxes

State Aids    

- Expenditures

Payroll

Operations

= Net Change FB

Comm. Svc. Fund 80



What is a Fund?

• Independent fiscal and accounting entity

• Requiring its own set of books

• In accordance with special regulations, 

restrictions, and limitations that earmark 

each fund for a specific activity or for 

attaining certain objectives



What is a Fund?

• Self-Balancing

Assets – Liabilities = Fund Balance

Starting Balance + Revenues – Expenditures = Ending Balance

• Self-Contained

Different funds subject to different legal & program requirements

Resources move between funds only through specifically defined and 

allowed fund transfers



General Fund (Fund 10)

• Any current district operations not 

required to be accounted in other funds

• Usually a district’s biggest fund



Special Education Fund (Fund 27)

• Excess cost & related services for 

students with disabilities

• May not carry a balance from year to 

year

Always a year-end transfer from Fund 10 to get this 

to a zero balance



Food Service Fund (Fund 50)

• Student & elderly food services

• May carry a positive balance

but not a deficit

Any year-end deficit is covered with non-

federal funds, usually a transfer from Fund 10



Other Funds

• Special Revenue (Fund 21)

Usually for fundraising and private gifts

• Debt Service (Funds 38 & 39)

• Capital Projects (Funds 41, 46, 49)

Debt service and capital projects are booked 

separately from operations



Other Funds

• Custodial Fund (Fund 60)

Held on behalf of student & parent organizations

No “administrative involvement” by the district

• Community Services (Fund 80)

Non-instructional programs and services for the community



Other Funds

• Other Special Projects (Fund 29)

• Private Trust Fund (Fund 72)

• Employee Trust Fund (Fund 73)

• Cooperative Programs (Fund 99)



Fund – Type – Location – Object/Source – Function     - Project 

WUFAR Account Sequence

A WUFAR account is a sequence of dimensions:

10 E 120 111 122150 141



Which accounting entity is it part of?

10 = General Fund

WUFAR Account Sequence

10 E 120 111 122150 141

Fund



What sort of account is it?

E = Expenditure

WUFAR Account Sequence

10 E 120 111 122150 141

Type



Where is this activity located?

120 = Shady Meadow Elementary*

WUFAR Account Sequence

10 E 120 111 122150 141

Location

* Local account detail



Expense Object: What is being paid for?

111 = Certified Staff Salary*

WUFAR Account Sequence

10 E 120 111 122150 141

Object/Source

* Local account detail



What is the purpose?

122150 = Reading*

WUFAR Account Sequence

10 E 120 111 122150 141

Function

* Local account detail



Which special program or project is it part of?

141 = Title I

WUFAR Account Sequence

10 E 120 111 122150 141

Project



Salary expenditures for a regular education Title I

reading specialist at Shady Meadow Elementary School

WUFAR Account Sequence

10 E 120 111 122150 141

What does this account mean?



Account Types

DPI defines three types of accounts:

• E xpenditure

• R evenue

• B alance Sheet



Expenditure vs. Revenue Accounts

One dimension varies depending on the account type:

10 E 120 111 122100 141

With an expenditure account this is an Object,

what is being paid for.



Expenditure vs. Revenue Accounts

One dimension varies depending on the account type:

10 R 000 621 000000 000

With a revenue account this is a Source,

where money is coming from and what it’s used for.

Source 621 = State Equalization Aid



• Note that this revenue account does not have

a location, function, or project.

• Many districts use 500000 for function

• DPI does not collect these for most revenues.

Revenue Account Detail

10 R 000 621 000000 000



Revenue Account Detail

DPI specifies revenue functions only for fund transfers:

27 R 000 110 411000 000

Operating transfer

from the General Fund

to the Special Education Fund



Revenue Account Detail

10 R 400 271 000000 000

An LEA may add detail to provide more information:

Source 271 is used for Co-Curricular Admissions.

..an LEA uses location 400 for its high school.

If LEA also wants to track admissions by sport…



…they can choose to use the detail function

they have defined for Girls Basketball, 162120,

to code those admissions

Revenue Account Detail

An LEA may add detail to provide more information:

10 R 400 271 162120 000



141 = Title I

Project Code

10 E 120 111 122150 141

Project codes are used to identify expenditures
funded by a particular program or grant



Project Code

10 E 120 111 122150 000

The default project for local, non-specific costs is 000



DPI-Defined Project Codes

• Grants and programs managed by the DPI get 

their own project codes

• Payments on the Aids Register show the project 

code

• Full list at apps4.dpi.wi.gov/AID/WufarReport

Project 341 = IDEA Flow-Through

https://apps4.dpi.wi.gov/AID/WufarReport


Local Project Codes

• LEAs can use their own codes for 

specific projects or programs

(e.g. referendum construction,

non-DPI grants)

• 600, 700, and 900 series projects have 

not been used by the DPI



Account Types

Most LEAs add detail for Balance Sheet instead of “B”:

Balance Sheet

• A sset

• L iability

• e Q uity



Balance Sheet Accounts

Balance sheet accounts use three dimensions:

80 A 711000

Fund

Type

Function



Balance Sheet Accounts

80 A 711000

Community Service Fund cash (asset).

What does this account mean?



No “A,” “L,” or “Q” on your DPI reports!

Balance Sheet Accounts

80 B 711000

When you report to DPI, all balance sheet accounts use “B”



WUFAR is Hierarchical

• WUFAR dimensions “roll up” from 

lower detail levels to higher 

summary levels

• A zero means “this includes

anything at a lower level

with a digit here”

100000 Instruction

120000 Regular Curriculum

122000 English Language

122100 Language Skills

122150 Reading Specialist



WUFAR is Hierarchical

100000 Instruction

120000 Regular Curriculum

122000 English Language

122100 Language Skills

122150 Reading Specialist

• DPI only defines dimensions to a certain level

100000 and 120000 are required functions

for reporting to DPI

122000 and 122100 are DPI prescribed local 

optional functions

122150 is a locally created function for

an even greater level of detail



The WUFAR

• Find it on the DPI School 

Financial Services webpage

dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances

/wufar/overview

https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/wufar/overview


The WUFAR

• Document defining DPI’s 

accounting requirements 

for reporting financial 

data



The WUFAR

• Organized into chapters 

by topic and account 

dimension



The WUFAR

• Lists DPI-defined account 

dimensions

Bold face black = required for

most DPI reporting

Red = additional local detail



The WUFAR

• Written definitions are 

included for dimensions 

required for reporting



Account Matrices

• Supplemental charts showing 

allowed account combinations

Allowed combinations 

officially defined in the written 

account dimension 

descriptions



WUFAR Accounting Issues & Examples

• https://dpi.wi.gov/

sfs/finances/wufar

/accounting-

issues-examples

https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/wufar/accounting-issues-examples


High Level WUFAR: Functions

Function Label Examples (not a complete list)

100000 Instruction Teachers providing instruction to students

110000 Undifferentiated Curriculum Elementary school teacher

120000 Regular Curriculum English language arts, math, science, art

130000 Vocational Curriculum Business, agriculture, family & consumer ed.

140000 Physical Curriculum P.E., health

150000 Special Education Cross-categorical, early childhood, special ed aides

160000 Co-Curricular Activities Sports, academic co-curriculars

170000 Other Special Needs Gifted & talented, school age parents



High Level WUFAR: Functions

Function Label Examples (not a complete list)

200000 Support Services Administration, maintenance, staff support

210000 Pupil Services School nurse, guidance counselor, attendance

220000 Instructional Staff Services Professional development, library, spec. ed. director

230000 General Administration Superintendent, school board, legal

240000 School Building Administration Principals & building admin assistants

250000 Business Administration Food service, B&G, transportation, business office

260000 Central Services Copying, mail, public information

270000 Insurance & Judgments Liability insurance, unemployment, legal judgments

280000 Debt Services Principal & interest payments on long-term debt

290000 Other Support Services Central IT, severances, retiree benefits



High Level WUFAR: Functions

Function Label Examples (not a complete list)

300000 Community Services (“Fund 80”) Optional community programs & services

310000 Adult Education Adult enrichment programs

390000 Other Community Services Afterschool/summer rec programs, day care

400000 Non-Program Transactions Transfers and tuition

410000 Fund Transfers Transfers of money from one fund to another

420000 Trust Fund Disbursements Only with trust (“70”) funds

430000 Purchased Instructional Services Tuition, open enrollment, vouchers

490000 Other Non-Program Cash balance adjustments, refunds, aid to other 
districts

500000 District-Wide Optional for use with revenue accounts, not collected



High Level WUFAR: Objects

Object Label Examples (not a complete list)

100 Salaries Salaries, wages, stipends

200 Employee Benefits Insurance, FICA, retirement

300 Purchased Services Contractors, utilities, travel, payments to other gov’t units

400 Non-Capital Objects Supplies, curriculum materials, software, small equipment

500 Capital Objects Capital equipment, vehicles, real estate, renovations

600 Debt Retirement Principal and interest payments on long-term debt

700 Insurance & Judgments Liability insurance, unemployment, legal judgments

800 Transfers Transfers of money from one fund to another

900 Other Objects Cash balance adjustments, refunds, aid to other districts



High Level WUFAR: Sources

Source Label Examples (not a complete list)

100 Transfers Transfers of money from one fund to another

200 Local Sources Taxes, fees, donations, sales, interest & investment proceeds

300 Inter-District Payments (WI) Service payments & aid transits from another WI district

400 Inter-District Payments (OOS) Service payments from districts outside the state

500 Intermediate Sources Service payments & aid transits from CESAs & counties

600 State Sources State aids and grants

700 Federal Sources Federal aids and grants

800 Other Financing Sources Debt proceeds, sales of real estate & capital equipment

900 Other Revenues Cash balance adjustments, refunds, trust contributions



High Level WUFAR: Balance Sheet

Function Label Examples (not a complete list)

710000 Current Assets What you own

711000 Cash Savings/checking deposits, cash on hand

712000 Investments Money market deposits, investments

713000 Receivables Taxes due, accounts receivable

714000 Due from Other Funds Fund transfers pending

715000 Due from Other Governments State aids, federal grants, CESA aid transits, etc. due

716000 Inventory Supplies on hand, resale assets

717000 Prepaid Expenses Items recorded as expenditures in the future

719000 Other Fund Assets Anything else



High Level WUFAR: Balance Sheet

Function Label Examples (not a complete list)

810000 Current Liabilities What you owe

811000 Payables Accounts payable, accrued payroll & benefits

812000 Due to Other Funds Fund transfers pending

813000 Due to Other Governments Payments due to other districts, CESA, etc.

814000 Due to Student Organizations Money held for student clubs & activities

815000 Deposits Payable Self-funded insurance, HRAs

816000 Deferred Revenues Items recorded as revenues in the future

817000 Health Benefit Claims Payable Unpaid claims for self-funded benefits

818000 Due to Parent Organizations PTO

819000 Other Fund Liabilities Anything else



High Level WUFAR: Balance Sheet

Function Label Examples (not a complete list)

930000 Fund Balance Surplus in fund at year end

935000 Non-Spendable Non-cash assets, donor restricted funds

936000 Restricted Restricted by laws or creditors

937000 Committed Held for specific purpose by formal Board action

938000 Assigned Intended to be used for specific purpose

939000 Unassigned Anything not in other fund balance categories



High Level WUFAR: Balance Sheet

Function Label Examples (not a complete list)

939000 Unassigned Anything not in other fund balance categories

939100 Revenue Stabilization “Rainy Day” fund

939200 Working Capital Needs Cash flow

939300 Contingencies Pending litigation, environmental remediation

939400 Emergencies Disasters, “acts of God”

939900 Other Unassigned Anything else

Optional fund balance accounts for local use



Optional Asset/Debt Tracking

• Fixed assets: Recorded in “Fund” 07 

with 750000 functions

• Long-term debt principal: Recorded 

in “Fund” 08 with 840000 functions



• Definitely an expenditure…

• Is this a special ed cost? For this example, we’ll say no.

Practice: How do I code…

Contracted bus route to and from school

10 E



• Is there a clear, obvious

WUFAR function?

• Yes!

Practice: How do I code…

Contracted bus route to and from school

10 E 256710



• What about a clear,

obvious object?

• Yes!

Practice: How do I code…

Contracted bus route to and from school

10 E 341 256710



• Is this cost associated with a particular school or location?

• It depends! We have to decide what makes sense for our LEA…

• For this example, we’ll say transportation is a district-wide

cost, which in our LEA is location 800.

Practice: How do I code…

Contracted bus route to and from school

10 E 800 341 256710



• Is the bus route part of a particular grant or project?

We have to check that out!

• For this example, we’ll say no.

Practice: How do I code…

Contracted bus route to and from school

10 E 800 341 256710 000



And we’re done!

Practice: How do I code…

Contracted bus route to and from school

10 E 800 341 256710 000



• Regular ed expense,

• At the elementary school.

Practice: How do I code…

Tables and chairs for the Elementary School

10 E 100



• What’s the object? Furniture sounds like equipment…

Practice: How do I code…

Tables and chairs for the Elementary School

10 E 100



• We’ll say each table and chair is below our capitalization threshold.

Practice: How do I code…

Tables and chairs for the Elementary School

10 E 100 440



Practice: How do I code…

Tables and chairs for the Elementary School

10 E 100 440 ? ? ? ? ? ? 000

• And we’re paying for this ourselves…so no special project.

• But what about the function?



Practice: How do I code…

Tables and chairs at the Elementary School

10 E 100 440 ? ? ? ? ? ? 000

• And we’re paying for this ourselves…so no special project.

• But what about the function?

Practice: How do I code…



WUFAR reminders

• The account string tells the story of the 

transaction

• Account coding is not always clear or definite

• It takes lots of practice and experience



SFS Contacts

• Terry Casper, Advanced Accountant

terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov, 608-267-9218

• SFS Team Contact

dpifin@dpi.wi.gov, 608-267-9114

mailto:terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:dpifin@dpi.wi.gov

