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September

• 2020-21 Annual Reports

• Transfer of Service

• Third Friday 2021 Pupil Count

• Final 2020-21 Grant Claims



October

• October 15 Aid Certification

• 2021-22 Tax Levies

• State Tuition Claims



November

• Charter Authorizer Report

• 2020-21 Audited Financial 

Statements



Juggling Three Years

Prior Year
2020-21

Most of your DPI reporting involves submitting 
prior year data in the fall

Affects most current year state aids

Current Year
2021-22

Active budget you are working under

Pupil counts are very important!

October is about Revenue Limit and Tax Levy

Next Year
2022-23

Budget-building process starts over the winter 
and goes into the spring and summer



How will I keep track of all this?

• Fiscal Year at a Glance – Due dates for 
reports by name & purpose

• Fiscal Year "Multi-tasker" Planning Calendar 
- What to do related to prior year, current 
year and next year

dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/calendars/
overview

http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/calendars/overview


Fiscal Year at a Glance

REQUIRED FOR ALL

AS APPLICABLE



Fiscal Year at a Glance



Multi-Tasker Calendar



Membership vs. Enrollment

MEMBERSHIP

• Where kids live

• Drives district revenues

ENROLLMENT

• Where kids learn

• Drives district expenses



Third Friday of September Count



2021’s Third Friday Count

• Still concern & uncertainty about 

the Delta variant

• Count your kids however you are 

educating them



2021’s Third Friday Count

• You can count a kid if…

They are present for instruction on Friday, Sept. 

17 OR

They are present any one day before & any one 

day after since the school year began, and there’s 

no change in their enrollment during that time



More about Pupil Counts coming up…

• “Counting Children:

3rd Friday Count & Summer/

Interim Session”

Today @ 3:30 to 4:30 with Roger Kordus



Membership and Funding

Resident Full Time 
Equivalency (FTE)



This Year Affects the Future

School Year Funding Impacts

2020-21

Revenue Limit (1/3 of 3-year average membership)
…and Tax Levy

Per Pupil Aid (also uses 3-year average)

2022-23

General State Aids (last year’s membership) and Revenue 
Limit (3-year average)…and Tax Levy

Per Pupil and Other Categorical State Aids

2023-24 Revenue Limit and Per Pupil Aid

2024-25
Revenue Limit (starts with comparison to
the previous year’s 3-year average)



Revenue Limits

A revenue limit restricts (controls) the 
amount of money a district can receive from:

• General State Aids (mostly Equalization 
Aid)

• High Poverty Aid

• Local Property Taxes

• Department of Revenue Exempt 
Computer and Personal Property Aids



Revenue Limit Membership



General State Aids

General State Aids are state funds 

within the revenue limit that partly 

offset your local tax levy.

Aid formula is a comparison of your 

district to the 420 others in Wisconsin.



Aid Membership

One of the three 
factors used to 
calculate 
Equalization Aid



Remember!

• Revenue Limit membership:

3-year rolling average

• Aid membership:

Last year’s membership for this 

year’s general school aids



–

The Bottom Line

GENERAL
STATE
AIDS

+
LOCAL

PROPERTY
TAXES

= REVENUE
LIMIT



The Bottom Line

GENERAL
STATE
AIDS

–REVENUE 
LIMIT =

LOCAL 
PROPERTY 

TAXES

General State Aids function as
tax relief under the Revenue Limit.



More about Aid & Revenue Limits…

• “Revenue Limit,

State General Aid

and Tax Levy”

Tomorrow @ 12:45-1:45 with

Bob Soldner & Ben Kopitzke



DPI Finance Reports This Fall

https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview

https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview


2020-21 Annual Financial Reports

• Provide DPI 

information on 

2020-21 finances 

for state aids and 

federal reporting



PI-1505-AC Aid Certification

• Was due Aug. 27

• “Baby Annual Report” 
with data for Oct. 15
aid certification

• Auditor submits & 
compares the same for 
their PI-1506 reports



PI-1506-AC/FB Auditors’ Reports

• You won’t see these

• Due Sep. 13

• Confirm/update your PI-
1505-AC data

• Report ending fund 
balances & variance 
from audit statements



Tying It Together

Your PI-1505-AC 
must be reviewed 

and approved…

…before the auditor 
can start their PI-

1506 reports.



PI-1505 Annual Report

•Due on Sep. 17

• “Full Annual” with 
complete data for
all funds

•Majority of your fall 
reporting work



Tying It Together

The auditor’s PI-
1506 reports must 

be approved…

…before you can 
submit your PI-1505 

Annual Report.



PI-1505-SE Special Ed Annual Report

• Also due Sep. 17

• Detail report for 

special education 

(Fund 27) expenses

• Used for state special 

education aid



Tying It Together

IDEA grant costs 
must match

PI-1505-SE detail 
must match the full 

PI-1505 Annual



More about Annual Reports coming up…

• “How to Survive the

Annual Report”

Today @ 2:15-3:15 with me



School Level Annual Report

• Due on Oct. 1

• Expenditures only broken 
down by

School or District

Federal or State/Local 

Funded

“Exclusions”

• Used for federal ESSA per 
pupil reporting



Tying It Together

School Level Report 
total, exclusions & 

federal costs…

…are reconciled to 
the full PI-1505 
Annual Report.



Annual Report Reviews

• DPI review including reconciling data 

• DPI may identify errors in your SE data

• DPI may request additional information

• Changes in one district may impact another

• All changes must be made by February

• Timely responses are important for all to meet the 
deadline



2021-22 Financial Reports

• September Pupil 

Count

• Tax Levy



PI-1563 Pupil Count – September 2021

• Due Oct. 1

• Works through from 

headcount enrollment 

(Step 1) to final 

membership counts

• Collaborate with your 

enrollment colleagues



PI-401 Tax Levy Report for 2020-21

• Levy set by Nov. 1

• Report due Nov. 5

• PI-1508 forms to local 

municipalities by Nov. 

10

• More in a bit…



The Future is Here

WISEdata Finance

Finance data reported just 

like student data, directly 

from your data system

WiSFiP

Reports compiled from 
WISE-data Finance and 

additional information you 
provide 



The Future is Here

• 2021-22: Budget reporting in WDF & 

WiSFiP (replaces former PI-1504)

• 2022-23: Annual reporting for 2021-22 

(replaces current PI-1505) and 

continued budgets in WDF & WiSFiP



WISEdata Finance: What Do You Need To Do?

• Now:

Finish your 2020-21 annual 

reports



WISEdata Finance: What Do You Need To Do?

• Next: Get access (if you don’t 

have it already)

Vendors are the lead with onboarding 

customers

Help with the DPI side: dpi.wi.gov/sfs/wdf

https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/wdf


WISEdata Finance: What Do You Need To Do?

• October: Submit 2020-21 budget 

& actuals in WISEdata Finance

Opportunity for a side-by-side comparison 

between the legacy PI-1505 and the new 

WISEdata Finance system



WISEdata Finance: What Do You Need To Do?

• November: Submit 2021-22 

budget & actuals in WISEdata 

Finance

Budget report deadline will be met if we are 

getting data by December 1



What’s Next? Membership!

• Federal SLDS Grant is funding 

development of membership 

reporting & parental choice tools 

with WISEdata (Student)

• 2025(ish): SAFR retired



Other Fall State Aids & Reports

• PI-1524-ST State Tuition Claim

State aid for districts with juvenile 

detention, county jails, or certain 

other facilities

dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/categorical/state-tuition

2021-22 claims (2020-21 costs) due Nov. 1, 2021

https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/categorical/state-tuition


Other Fall State Aids & Reports

• Charter Authorizer Report

Report to Legislature and DPI if your 

district authorizes any charter 

school(s)

Parental Education Options Team: 

dpi.wi.gov/sms/

charter-schools/information-authorizers

Reports for 2020-21 due Dec. 1, 2021

https://dpi.wi.gov/sms/charter-schools/information-authorizers


Budget to Tax Levy…
in 13 minutes(!)



Overview: Budget Adoption and Tax Levy

Create a proposed budget that identifies expected revenues, 
expenditures and fund balances for the upcoming/current year

Publish a class 1 notice in the newspaper

The public hearing is held, at which time residents of the 
district have an opportunity to comment on the proposed 

budget

The electors at the annual meeting vote a tax 
(Common School Districts only)

Adopt a budget at a school board meeting and 
set the tax levy

Step #1 

Step #5 

Step #4 

Step #3 

Step #2 



Update revenue estimates

Revenue Limit (“controlled”) revenues/levy

• General Aid (Equalization, Ch. 220, Special 

Adjustment)

• Computer and High Poverty Aid

• Tax Levies (For Funds 10, 38 (CY) and 41)

2021-22 Budget 
Prepare for Hearing and Adoption

GENERAL AIDS

PROPERTY  TAXES



Update revenue estimates

• Non-controlled Tax levies-Referendum Debt Service 

Fund 39, Community Service Fund 80

• State Categorical Aids (review prior year reports 

and aids register)

• Open Enrollment in Revenue*

• Grants (e.g. Federal, State or other grant)

• Local Revenues (interest, fees, gate receipts)

2021-22 Budget 
Prepare for Hearing and Adoption

*Monitor your net gain or loss from open enrollment

FEES

REF. DEBT

GRANTS

CATEGORICAL AIDS



Budget Adoption 

The school board shall adopt a budget at a 

school board meeting after the public 

hearing and no later than the meeting in 

which the tax levy is set.  This is 

sometimes referred to as the “original” 

budget.

Step #5 

Deadline November 1st

Adopt a budget at a school board meeting and set the tax levy



Tax Levies

On or before November 1, every public school board 

must approve the levy amounts necessary to:

• Operate and maintain district schools (§120.12(3))

• Meet any irrepealable tax obligations (§120.12(4))

• Tax Levy Certification (to Municipalities) by 

November 10th (§120.12(3)) 

Step #5 Adopt a budget at a school board meeting and set the tax levy



Tax Levies

Common School Districts: The school board is not 

required to adopt the same levy as the Annual Meeting, 

but they should be able to explain any differences.

Unified Districts: The board sets the levy following the 

Budget Hearing.

Step #5 Adopt a budget at a school board meeting and set the tax levy



Tax Levies by Fund

INSIDE THE LIMIT OUTSIDE THE LIMIT

Fund 10 – General Fund Fund 39 – Referendum 
Debt Service Fund

Fund 38 – Non-Referendum 
Debt Service Fund

Fund 80 – Community 
Service Fund

Fund 41 – Capital 
Expansion Fund

Tax Chargebacks (Fund 10)



Tax Levies by Fund



Tax Levy Helpful Hints

• Figure out your Fund 38 and Fund 

41 levies before Fund 10

• Levy non-referendum debt service 

directly into Fund 38

• Adopt separate Fund 38 and Fund 

39 debt levies



Tax Levy Helpful Hints

• Budget is school year but debt 

service is calendar year

This year’s levy is part of the 2021-22 budget

The levy pays for your March 2022 & September 

2022 debt service payments

Money for the September 2022 payment is part of 

2021-22 year-end fund balance



Tax Levy Helpful Hints

• ASK FOR HELP

Your first tax levy can be scary…

But there are resources for help

Your neighbors had their own first tax levies and 

most are glad to help if you reach out

Call the SFS Team if you still aren’t sure about 

something…better to fix it on the front end!



Tax Levy Apportionment

• The PI-401 will divide (apportion) 

your levy among the local municipal 

levies based on equalized values 

from Department of Revenue



Tax Levy Apportionment



Tax Levy Apportionment

• The application will create

PI-1508 forms for you to certify 

levy amounts to municipalities

• Make sure to double-check the 

math is correct!



Tax Levy Apportionment



Contacting the SFS Team

• Email: dpifin@dpi.wi.gov

• Phone: (608) 267-9114

• Web: dpi.wi.gov/sfs

Team Directory: 

dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/staff-directory

mailto:dpifin@dpi.wi.gov
https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs
https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/staff-directory


My Contact Information

• Daniel Bush

Director

DPI School Financial Services Team

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov

(608) 266-6968

mailto:daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov

