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Why We Still Need to 
Talk About COVID-19

Louise Wilson, MS, BSN, RN, NCSN, LSN

School Nurse/Health Services Consultant

October 7, 2021
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Summer 2021
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Fall 2021
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What the 2021/2022 school year 
feels like to me as a school nurse
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● https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/cases.htm
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/cases.htm
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/cases.htm Cases by age group
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/cases.htm
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Youth Cases
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/cases.htm
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/cases.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/cases.htm
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Hospital  Bed and ICU Capacity

https://www.d
hs.wisconsin.go
v/covid-
19/hosp-
data.htm
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/hosp-data.htm
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Layered Mitigation Measures

CDC’s  Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention 

in K-12 Schools continues to stress the 

consistent implementation of layered 

prevention strategies to reduce SARS-CoV-2 

transmission in schools.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
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Prevention Stratgies

Promoting 
vaccination

Consistent and 
correct mask use

Physical distancing

Screening testing to 
promptly identify 

cases, clusters, and 
outbreaks

Ventilation
Handwashing and 

respiratory etiquette

Staying home when 
sick and getting 

tested

Contact tracing, in 
combination with 

isolation and 
quarantine

Cleaning and 
disinfection
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Morbidly and 
Mortality Weekly 
Report (MMWR)

Association Between K–12 School 
Mask Policies and School-Associated 
COVID-19 Outbreaks —Maricopa 
and Pima Counties, Arizona, July–
August 2021

Early Release / September 24, 2021 / 70

Megan Jehn, PhD,; J. Mac McCullough, 
PhD,*; Ariella P. Dale, PhD; Matthew 
Gue; Brian Eller; Theresa Cullen, MD; 
Sarah E. Scott, D

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/7
0/wr/mm7039e1.htm?s_cid=mm7039e
1_w
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https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7039e1.htm?s_cid=mm7039e1_w
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Morbidly and 
Mortality Weekly 
Report (MMWR)

Pediatric COVID-19 Cases in 
Counties With and Without 
School Mask Requirements —
United States, July 1–September 
4, 2021

Early Release / September 24, 2021 / 
70

Samantha E. Budzyn, MPH; Mark J. 
Panaggio, PhD; Sharyn E. Parks, 
PhD; Marc Papazian; Jake Magid; M 
Eng; Lisa C. Barrios, DrPH

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volume
s/70/wr/mm7039e3.htm?s_cid=mm
7039e3_w#F1_down
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https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7039e3.htm?s_cid=mm7039e3_w#F1_down


10/7/2021

14

Wisconsin School Outbreaks-September 2021

• Both suspected and confirmed outbreaks of COVID-19 in a school must be 
reported to the LTHD by law as soon as they are recognized (see Wisconsin 
Administrative Code Ch. s. DHS 145.04 (1)). For reporting purposes, a suspected 
outbreak of COVID-19 in a school is defined as the presence of at least two 
laboratory-confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the same school building, with onset 
dates within 14 days of each other.

• If two or more laboratory-confirmed cases of COVID-19 are identified in the 
facility with onset dates within 14 days of each other, and the public health 
investigation identifies an epidemiologic link between the illnesses and the 
school (e.g., close contact occurred at school, multiple illnesses in the same 
room, shared staff member among cases), the outbreak is then a confirmed 
COVID-19 outbreak associated with the school.
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Prevention Stratgies

Promoting 
vaccination

Consistent and 
correct mask use

Physical distancing

Screening testing to 
promptly identify 

cases, clusters, and 
outbreaks

Ventilation
Handwashing and 

respiratory etiquette

Staying home when 
sick and getting 

tested

Contact tracing, in 
combination with 

isolation and 
quarantine

Cleaning and 
disinfection
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Vaccine Boosters

• CDC recommends that people in the following groups should 
receive a booster shot of Pfizer-BioNTech’s COVID-19 Vaccine at 
least 6 months after completion of their 2-dose Pfizer series:

• People ages 65 years and older 

• Adults 18+ living in long-term care settings 

• People ages 50–64 years with underlying medical 
conditions

• People who may receive a Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine 
booster include: 

• People ages 18–49 with an underlying medical 
condition 

• People ages 18–64 who are at increased risk for 
COVID-19 exposure and transmission due to working 
or residing in certain settings 

• People can talk to their healthcare provider about whether 
getting a Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 booster shot is appropriate 
for them. Learn more.
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.emailupdates.cdc.gov%2Fr%2F%3Fid%3Dh52a2910c%2C14f471e1%2C14f4941c%26ACSTrackingID%3DUSCDC_2067-DM66739%26ACSTrackingLabel%3DPfizer-BioNTech%2520COVID-19%2520Vaccine%2520Booster%2520Shot%2520%2520%257C%2520COVID-19&data=04%7C01%7CLouise.Wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C18da8e03eddb4289477608d981ec90d7%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C637683675331366887%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=occFpmp9aXKy2DLx2TbrOW22HSTDIjDu%2BaqPhVIP7k8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2067-DM66739&ACSTrackingLabel=Pfizer-BioNTech%20COVID-19%20Vaccine%20Booster%20Shot%20%20%7C%20COVID-19&deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM66739
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Student Vaccinations

● COVID-19 vaccination will NOT be a 
“Required” vaccine

● If vaccines are approved for 5-11 year olds it 
will take several weeks to get children fully 
vaccinated (Pfizer vaccine spaced 3 weeks 
apart)

● What is your current student COVID 
vaccination rate? 12-18 years old students  
have had  4-7 months to choose to be 
vaccinate.  (12-15= 46%; 16-18 = 52% 
statewide) Soon can sort by school district 
boundaries 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/vaccine-data.htm
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/vaccine-data.htm


10/7/2021

19

Vaccine Promotion/Education

● What is the school district’s 
role in promoting COVID 
vaccination (as a way to end 
the pandemic, make being in 
school safer, trusted 
community messenger)?

19
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School Located Vaccination Clinics

● Logistical Considerations for Hosting STUDENT School-
located COVID Vaccinations Clinics (5.14.21) 
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Logistical_Considerations_for_Hosting_STUDENT_School-
Located_COVID_Vaccination_Clinics.pdf

● DHS is preparing for vaccination of children 5-11 years old
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https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Logistical_Considerations_for_Hosting_STUDENT_School-Located_COVID_Vaccination_Clinics.pdf
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Vaccine Communication Resources

DPI COVID-19 Vaccination for 

Educators Powerpoint

DHS COVID-19: Vaccine Partner 
Resources

CDC Community-Based Organizations 
COVID-19 Vaccine Toolkit

CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Toolkit for 
School Settings and Childcare Programs
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https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/ppt/COVID-19_Vaccinations_for_Educators.pptx
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/vaccine-resources.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/toolkits/community-organization.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/toolkits/schools-childcare.html
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• https://www.wasbo.com/images/
WASBO/Documents/6/Handouts/20
21-08-27-
QA.pdf?_zs=bDu2c&_zl=AUij2

• Close contact student exemption

• Close contact quarantines

Changes Warranted
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https://www.wasbo.com/images/WASBO/Documents/6/Handouts/2021-08-27-QA.pdf?_zs=bDu2c&_zl=AUij2
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CDC Updates

● Close contact exception (Updated Sept. 21, 2021) 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-
plan/appendix.html#contact

● Responding to COVID-19 Cases in K-12 Schools: 
Resources for School Administrators (Updated Sept. 29, 2021 contains 

decision tree) https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-contact-
tracing/guide.html

● Overview of COVID-19 Quarantine for K-12 Schools 
(Updated October 4, 2021) https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-
childcare/k-12-contact-tracing/about-quarantine.html

23

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-contact-tracing/guide.html
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Q. 14 in WASBO document 

● Close contact STUDENT exemption - added “or a 
structured outdoor setting where mask use can be 
observed (i.e. holding class outdoors with educator 
supervision)” 

● Close contact quarantines -added statements regarding 
someone who has recently (within 90 days) tested positive 
for COVID-19.
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Decision Tree for Identifying COVID-19 Close Contacts in K-12 School INDOOR CLASSROOM Settings 

https://www.cdc.gov/c
oronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/scho
ols-
childcare/docs/close-
contact-decision-
tree.pdf
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/close-contact-decision-tree.pdf
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Decision Tree for Identifying COVID-19 Close Contacts in K-12 School NON-CLASSROOM Settings 

https://www.cdc.gov/c
oronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/scho
ols-
childcare/docs/close-
contact-decision-
tree.pdf
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/close-contact-decision-tree.pdf
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DPI Infection Control and Mitigation Resources

https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/2019-novel-coronavirus/school-
health-services-information
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https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/2019-novel-coronavirus/school-health-services-information
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DPI Guidance Updates

❑ COVID-19 Infection Control and 
Mitigation Measures for Wisconsin Schools 
2021/2022 (updated September 30, 2021)

❑ https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/DPI_Infectio
n_Control_and_Mitigation_Measures_for_Schools.pdf

❑ PPE Considerations for Schools 
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/PPE_Conside
rations_for_Schools.pdf
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https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/DPI_Infection_Control_and_Mitigation_Measures_for_Schools.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/PPE_Considerations_for_Schools.pdf
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DPI’s COVID-19 Infection Control and Mitigation Measures for Wisconsin Schools 2021/2022

● September 30, 2021 revisions: p. 11  Added CDC’s 
exception in the close contact definition for students in K-
12 indoor classrooms  setting or a structured outdoor 
setting.

● P. 11 Clarifies that symptomatic fully vaccinated 
individuals must quarantine or isolate.

● P. 11 Added statements regarding quarantining for 
someone who has recently  tested positive for COVID-19.
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DPI Guidance Updates

https://dpi.wi.gov/s
ites/default/files/i
mce/sspw/pdf/PP
E_Considerations_
for_Schools.pdf
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EducationWeek

7 Mistakes Districts Have Made During the 
Pandemic

By Larry Ferlazzo — September 26, 2021 

https://www.edweek.org/leadership/opinion-7-mistakes-districts-have-
made-during-the-
pandemic/2021/09?utm_source=nl&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=
eu&M=63798075&U=&UUID=f796f724eebc01cef35b27f4b7fcf981
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EducationWeek

Districts Are Leaning on Medical Advisors to Help With COVID 
Policies. It’s Paying Off By Stephen Sawchuk — October 05, 
2021

https://www.edweek.org/leadership/districts-are-leaning-on-
medical-advisors-to-help-with-covid-policies-its-paying-
off/2021/10?utm_source=nl&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaig
n=eu&M=64036978&U=&UUID=f796f724eebc01cef35b27f4b7f
cf981

“In a district like mine that is so incredibly and beautifully 
diverse, including diversity of thought, I would never be able to 
please everybody. So as a superintendent, I felt it was very 
important to have as much of a scientific and clear way of 
decision making so that I wouldn’t have to float in the wind 
based on politics or just the varying perspectives on what should 
be done,” she said. “And I am an educator; I am not a medical 
professional, nor am I a scientist in that regard.”
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10/7/2021

34

Reason for Hope

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/variant-info.html

❑ Variants Being Monitored (VBM) – Several that were VOC are now labeled VBM

❑ Variant of Interest (VOI) – Currently, there are no SARS-CoV-2 variants that are 
designated as Variants of Interest 

❑ Variant of Concern (VOC) – Currently Delta only one in U.S.

❑ Variant of High Consequence (VOHC) – Currently there are no SARS-CoV-2 
variants that rise to the level of high consequence 
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/variant-info.html
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Reason to Continue Prevention Measures
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• https://www.dhs.wiscon
sin.gov/covid-
19/deaths.htm
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Contact Information

Louise Wilson, MS, BSN, RN, NCSN, LSN

School Nurse/Health Services Consultant

louise.wilson@dpi.wi.gov

608-266-8857
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